Extended Definition Essay

Draft 1: Jan 31/Feb 1 (2 pages)
Draft 2: Feb 2/5 (3 pages)
Final: Feb 6/7 (4 pages)
Four pages min
Minimum of four sources

(Works Cited not included in page length)

The extended definition essay is your “take” on an abstract idea like “love” or “patriotism.”  You will use both research and your own experiences to solidify what the meaning of any one specific term is.  Make sure to choose a term with which you are familiar and will be able to relate to.  You should not choose a term that, as most physical entities, is definite (e.g. tree, river or book) but something like courage, despair, hope, family or helplessness that is, as previously noted, abstract.  

A few things to keep in mind:

· Make sure to choose a word that will fill up a minimum of four pages but is not too broad as to be impossible to contain in four or five pages (e.g. love is a difficult to contain word).

· Use examples from your own life or things you have seen or known personally.  You may want to provide a traditional definition and either reinforce or refute it 

· You will want to give examples (yours/others) of your own definition

· You will want to be thorough in your description of the term and its definition

· Looks, sounds, feels like…

· Who, what, when, where….

· Consider social rules/norms, acceptable/unacceptable exceptions to the rule

· Consider expectations and fulfillment (or lack thereof)

· Consider perception vs. reality

Note: you may not use the same term (or synonym for that term) as someone else in the same period. We will sign up next time.
A few ideas for terms:
Hate

Fear

Misunderstanding

Blindness

Failure

Despair

Mistrust

Cowardice

Unfair

Injustice

Trust

Courage

Bravery

Acceptance

Brotherhood

Unity

Success

Hope

Dream

Just

Fair

